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Introduction
Time really does fly and the year 2016 
has come to an end, faster than we 
could have ever thought. Now it is in-
deed the time to pass our work and 
legacy to the next, 23rd Board of the 
Student Association. The strongest be-
lief that we have had throughout the 
term is that the magic of the SA lies 
in the particular way it has been built 
throughout the years since its estab-
lishment in 1994. It is almost like build-
ing a house; first, one has to create a 
base, followed by as many amazing 
and unique layers as wished in order to 
develop a truly beautiful and powerful 
result. The layers, however, would be 
meaningless if nothing were holding 

them together, which in this case is all 
of us - the students of our small society. 
When it comes to the community, the 
feeling of how strong it actually is has 
always been a motivator for us to strive 
for greater results. There are not many 
universities around that can offer you 
the privilege to know each and every 
person from your school while creating 
a strong bond together. The pride SSE 
Riga students show and their determi-
nation to persistently strive for excel-
lence has served as a great example for 
never settling on old achievements and 
creating meaningful triumphs to both 
the SA and our community.
Thanks for the trust you showed us last 

December and the support that fol-
lowed during the whole year. We have 
had a true honour and privilege to be 
a part of those who have put all their 
minds and hearts into the development 
of this organisation and community. Our 
chapter ends here, but a new and ex-
citing one has just been opened, so we 
hope we will still enlighten the lives of 
our students even more in the future. 
The new layer of our building is to be 
formed, and we expect we have man-
aged to shape ours in a way it enhanced 
its development. 

Enjoy the report,
The SA of 16
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Strategic Focus of 2016
The mission of the SA proudly states that it 
is our job to unite and represent members 
of the student body and provide an environ-
ment for their development. Our strategic 
focus was built on a belief that this should 
be something significantly more than just 
the words – we believed that the purpose 
of the SA has to be felt by the students on 
a regular basis through various activities, 
events and smaller occurrences that we 
have hosted and implemented throughout 
the year. The strategic focus of the year 
2016 was mostly focused on bringing the 
SA and the students closer together in 
order to actually perceive the results and 
impact that the SA is working so hard to 
make.
Furthermore, something that all students 
are proud of are the dear alumni of our 
school and the contributions that they are 
willing to make to improve the lives of many 
students. Therefore, this year a substantial 
effort was made to establish a strong bond 
between the alumni and the current stu-
dents. After all, the success and pride of our 
alumni is something that motivates every 
student to strive for the highest of achieve-
ments and excellence. What we tried to 
accomplish is to make this success more 
visible for students throughout the study 
process, so that the current ambitions will 

rise even higher. Overall, we sincerely hope 
that together with our dearest chairpersons 
and associates, we have managed to take 
the bar of achievements a substantial level 
higher for the next Boards to continue the 
path that we have begun.

Sustainability
When it comes to sustainability, we be-
lieved that a cornerstone for a long-term 
success was to continue establishing a 
strong identity of the SA as a professional 
organization in the eyes of both, students 
and corporate partners. Consequently, 
several guidelines were implemented, as 
well as feedback and appreciation cul-
ture was undertaken to shape the SA as 
a trustworthy and valuable partner. As for 
the financial side, budgeting was very con-
siderate throughout the whole year and the 
resources were mostly spent where that 
benefited the general student body the 
most. Evident results were delivered in the 
form of 4 new partners of the SA, including 
a new general partner – Deloitte. Partner 
companies have now become a part of our 
students’ lives by providing unique oppor-
tunities, as well as, leading workshops and 
guest lectures. Nevertheless, we did not 
limit our activities only to the Student As-
sociation funding, which is why this year, 
we decided to improve fundraising training 

for all organisations by making two-day 
training with practical sessions. The side of 
human resources and student involvement 
in the SA and other organizations also has 
been an area of vital importance through-
out the year. Finally, considerate work with 
the administration was taken by represent-
ing the interests of students and resolving 
any potential disputes in order to foster the 
mutual understanding and cooperation be-
tween the two sides. 

Community
We truly believe that the exceptionalism 
and uniqueness of SSE Riga are rather 
built on the community of talented and de-
termined people, which is why one of our 
primary goals was to maintain the feeling 
of solidarity. In order to boost this sense 
of community, we introduced the series of 
new smaller events such as Movie Night 
(also known as Beer Pong Tournament), 
Game Night, Ice Skating trip, and many 
more small occasions for diverse groups of 
SSE Riga students to gather together.

Relevance
Times change and so do students and their 
preferences. There have been many great 
traditions left as a legacy from the previous 
boards of Student Association. It was our 
great pleasure continuing them; however, 
there have been certain touch-points that 

presidential couple

Ingus Zeļenkovs
President

Gailė Andriuškevičiūtė
Vice-President
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Growth of Organisations and 
Students

# of applications for the SSE Riga en-
trance exams increased to 700

4 internationally recognized events: 
Peak Time, Junior Peak Time, Days 
of Opportunities, iFund 

# of opportunities per student

# of companies attracted

    Student Empowerment

Increased number of alumni involved 
in internship opportunitiesboth local-
ly and abroad

Budget:
Keep current general sponsors

Increase # of sponsors

 Media Coverage and External 
Relations

# of publications in digital and tradi-
tional media

# of press releases on our events

Website traffic

Elaborated Expansion Plan of the SA

Key performance indicators set in 2015 has been adjusted and updated together with the Vision Council in order to follow the vision and 
mission of the Student Association, reach the goals and track the performance throughout the years.

had to be changed in order to be relevant 
for the new generation of SSE Riga stu-
dents. Thus, much more attention was paid 
to find out what are the real interests and 
wishes of students and developing strategy 
of how it can be implemented in the form of 
events or time-to-time occurrences. Bear-
ing that in mind, we changed a concept of 
several events such as Baptizing and Sum-
mer Symposium by introducing new activ-
ities regarding which students expressed 
the demand. In addition, we have con-
ducted surveys regarding our performance 
and students’ satisfaction which positively 
affected our work as students were highly 
responsive to innovative ideas and sugges-
tions that were implemented later on.

For the Future
We truly hope that whoever will step into 
our shoes will continue the great traditions 
which have been carried and improved 
throughout the years and will bring even 
more exciting and valuable new occasions 
into the community. In order to ensure the 
sustainability of the Organisation and accel-

erate its processes, we promise to support 
the newly elected board as long as they will 
feel a need to. In addition, we are leaving 
them with the funds required for the begin-
ning of the year. As we truly care about the 
long-term vision of the Student Association, 
we decided to take actions in order to en-
sure the bright future of students by creat-
ing an endowment to invest in the future of 
the Student Association and make sure it 
remains sustainable.

“It was a great pleasure to work 
with all the chairpersons, we sim-
ply could not have wished for a 
better team. Together we were 
truly delighted to serve the stu-
dents of the year 2016. This was 
one of the most exciting, challeng-
ing, and rewarding experiences of 
ours which taught us many valu-
able lessons we will be carrying 
throughout our lives.”

Biggest Achievements

• New sponsors – the SA budget al-
most doubled

•  53 events throughout the year

•  Three completely new events intro-
duced

• Lobby improvements and study 
places in the yard

•  Endowment fund

•  Deloitte Scholarships

•  Close cooperation with Alumni and 
new Board member - the SA’s Alumni 
Coordinator

•  Establishment of strong corporate 
culture

•  Taking the name of the SA outside 
the walls of the school
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business committee

FOODRAISING
Foodraising is a crucial part of our everyday 
work since there are at least four events 
every month that require constant commu-
nication and resource allocation regarding 
the sponsorships. This year the outstand-
ing Business Committee’s team have co-
operated with close to 50 non-monetary 
companies and gained over 12,000 Euros 
worth of products. Throughout the whole 
year, the biggest achievement related to 
foodraising was the Bottomline Summer 
Symposium ’16, where we managed to at-
tract as many as 14 sponsors. Another re-
markable event was the Newcomers Camp, 
with 11 sponsoring companies in total. 
Overall, the Business Committee provided 
support to more than 30 events, organized 
both by the SA as well as other SSE Riga 
based organizations. In addition, the coop-
eration with a Hookah bar was established 
recently, providing appealing discounts for 
SSER students.

FUNDRAISING
In order to “Study hard, party hard,” mone-
tary funds are needed. The SA was happy 
to have EY as a General Sponsor for quite a 
long time; however, in order to keep mov-
ing forward and reach new heights, new 
opportunities for the students had to be 
provided. Hence, the Committee’s proudest 

achievement is signing a 10’000 euro con-
tract with the new General Sponsor - De-
loitte Latvia. As a result, students will have 
a chance to visit guest lectures by Deloitte 
representatives to gain a wider range of 
knowledge and apply it to real life situa-
tions. Moreover, the cooperation will pro-
vide networking events, inviting students 
to gather together in company`s premises 
and enjoy an informal chat with represen-
tatives. What is more, Deloitte will provide 
two scholarships, equaling 500 euros, to 
the top performing Year 2 student, as well 
as, the best bachelor thesis. In addition,  
branded puffs in the lobby, workshops, and 
many other activities are coming next year. 
Moreover, this year the Business Commit-
tee has established a cooperation with a 
Lithuanian company Adform, by signing a 
Golden Partner contract with an amount of 
5’000 euros. Adform already surprised our 
students with their first presentation about 
digital marketing by Mats Persson, Senior 
Vice President, as well as invited all SSE 
Rigans to an Open Doors day and a work-
shop in their office in Vilnius.

OTHER PROJECTS
The biggest project of the year was the 
Boat Trip, where main tasks of the Business 
Committee were to negotiate special pric-
es for SSER students, organise roundway 

transportation from the ferry port to SSE 
and back, and ensure smooth communica-
tion between the SA and Tallink. 
The Business Committee also organized a 
Networking event in EY premises. Students 
had a chance to meet SSER alumni and 
discuss work related topics in an informal 
environment while enjoying some tea or 
coffee with snacks, provided by EY.
What is more, this year we organised Fund-
raising Training covering theoretical frame-
work while also giving real-life experience 
during workshops led by SSE Riga alumnus 
Guntars Logins. One of the recent projects 
of the year was executed in cooperation 
with the IT Committee – the charger station 
in the lobby. Finally, at the end of Decem-
ber, together with Leif Muten Society, the 
Business Committee organised the Net-
working Social event, where top-scoring 
students met our partners and sponsors 
and had an opportunity to discuss topics 
that match their interests.

artūrs ševšeļevs
business committee chairperson

Senior Associates:
Anna Aleksina
Anna Skorinko
Artis Sakss
Aleksandrs Vasiļjevs
Aleksejs Srebnijs
Laima Viškinte
Unda Paidere
Toms Talo
Constantin Calmatui
Pauls Rozenštoks
Elīna Dzene
Elīza Večena
Mārtiņš Vecvagars
Ugnė Juzumaitė

Junior Associates:
Elizabete Andersone
Artūrs Niklāvs Jefremovs
Lauris Krasovskis
Dans Blūmiņš
Kristīne Paegle
Krišs Cērpiņš
Marta Fišere
Žans Cvetkovs
Kristofers Kugrēns
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education committee

This year middle management was intro-
duced in Education Committee, hence the 
committee was capable of executing more 
projects, organize more events, while final-
izing previous years’ projects. 

Activities
A new course evaluation system was intro-
duced in cooperation with “Edurio”, which 
implied optimizing and creating new sur-
veying methods, evaluation questions and 
outlay. “Edurio” improved the quality of the 
feedback received from students, while 
easing the summarizing and analyzing 
process. Mandatory course evaluations for 
core curriculum courses were maintained. 
34 course evaluations were gathered, 
summarized, and analyzed. Mid-course 
evaluations were created and launched on 
the elearning platform for courses starting 
from December 2016.
Elective course evaluations were created 
on the “Edurio” platform. Elective course 
evaluations for the first term of the ac-
ademic year 2016/2017 were sent out, 
analyzed. Student feedback about elective 
courses of the academic year 2015/2016 
was gathered. 
Preparatory sessions for two reexamination 
periods were arranged, to assist students 
who were re-taking exams. As part of the 
preparatory sessions peer learning experi-

ence and a training experience for potential 
Teaching Assistants was created by en-
gaging students of the same year as those 
re-taking the exam.

Events
The committee continued organizing and 
providing events introduced last year: In-
ternship Experience sharing and Alumni 
Careers, with a record number of speak-
ers and participants. New events to assist 
students in their academic life and future 
career moves were introduced: Exchange 
Experience Sharing, in order to encourage 
students to choose their exchange semes-
ter location wisely; and Speak-up day that 
invites students to ask their questions about 
educational issues, while sharing their sug-
gestions for possible improvements in the 
future. With active support of Iespējamā 
Misija the annual Teaching Assistant train-
ing was held in two sessions.  

Projects
The Internship Database. The developed 
Internship Database was updated with in-
formation from the Internships of the Aca-
demic Year 2015/2016.
The Mentorship Program. 99 mentor and 
mentee pairs were created as part of the 
Mentorship Program 2016/2017. The se-
lection process of mentees was improved, 

allowing students to choose multiple men-
tors, while simultaneously enabling men-
tors to select among potential mentees. To 
improve the quality of the program feed-
back about previous year’s program was 
gathered in the form of mentor and mentee 
surveys. The data gathered was analyzed 
and used to create Mentorship Guidelines, 
to provide possible topics to be discussed 
during mentorship meetings, and the aim 
of the program as a whole.
Ebook survey. To possibly incorporate 
electronic materials in the study process 
a yearly electronic book survey was cre-
ated, data was gathered and analyzed, to 
establish the necessity of such electronic 
materials.
Exchange Database. Data for a new da-
tabase was gathered, and a compilation 
was created and uploaded on the elearning 
platform.
Student Material Storage. Moved the ma-
terial storage to the elearning platform, al-
lowing access to study materials (seminar 
solutions, notes, Teaching Assistants’ tips). 
By executing other general projects (e.g. 
Plagiarism action plan) the committee 
has enhanced the cooperation between 
the main bodies at SSE Riga, developed 
a strong and trustful relationship with the 
Administration.

rasa gulbe
education committee chairperson

Senior Associates:
Stanislau Akulenka
Anna Aleksina
Nika Firgere 
Ilva Frīdenberga
Gyte Galkauskaite  
Iryna Khomyak
Justinas Kirstukas
Darya Labok
Anastasiya Petrashen
Anna Marija Poļaka
Anna Marija Radzeviča
Polina Sasinovich

managers:
Filip Drazdou - Projects
Nora Jēkabsone - Events
Elva Poriete - Activities

Junior Associates:
Elīna Jekale
Veranika Khilko
Laura Gundega Kristapsone
Andriana Neamtu
Adele Ramelyte
Artyom Semianchuk 
Darya Senkevich 
Palina Tember
Hanna Yadchanka



8

event committee

This year the Event Committee successful-
ly organised more than 10 stunning, truly 
amazing and magnificent events within 
school premises and outside. The goal was 
to make every party unique and outstand-
ing while keeping the standards incredibly 
high for the technical side, and ensure 
more entertainment possibilities for the 
students.

Moulin Rouge Valentine’s Party
There has never been anyone disappoint-
ed coming out of Moulin Rouge before and 
the same can be said about this party. The 
lobby turned into something spectacular, 
glasses were broken, the dancefloor was 
full and hearts found each other - this party 
for sure was a cure for loneliness. Guests 
were welcomed with a free drink and later 
on entertained by burlesque dancers, Old-
school Tinder speed-dating game, and a 
dancing reindeer from Jagermeister, while 
DJ Toms Grēviņš made sure that nobody is 
standing still. The exciting night was a re-
sult of cooperation between SSE Riga and 
RGSL Student Associations.

Graduation Party: Enchanted Forest
Graduation is the most magnificient and 
unforgettable night of the year; as Y3’s cel-
ebrate a new chapter in their storybooks, 
recalled the most amazing memories and 

experienced the magic of the Enchanted 
forest. The DJ and our beloved Swedish 
House Latvia delivered such a whimsi-
cal performance that even neighbors and 
police wanted to have a peak in the En-
chanted Forest. While most danced outside 
under the purple stars, some others were 
awarded with some miracle elixirs for their 
achievements through the year. Graduation 
continued even in the next day when the 
strongest party animals attended the bbq. 
The event was enjoyed with cold beer, 
some food, guitar playing and beerpong.

Baptizing Party
For the newcomers the final step of be-
coming a true SSER student is the Baptiz-
ing Party. This year Event Com changed the 
concept of the event. Instead of starting the 
party early in the night we offered students 
to enjoy the bbq before all the craziness. 
Students appreciated the food, beer pong, 
ping pong, and the performance by the De-
bate Society. At this event students for sure 
got to know the real Party Hard spirit: bars 
were empty, neighbors were angry, and 
dance moves were crazy.

Movie Night
Movie Night, or better known as the Beer 
Pong Tournament, was something com-
pletely new that the Event Committee de-

cided to bring to SSE Riga Students. It was 
determined that there is a need for an event 
with a more relaxed atmosphere, where 
SSE Rigans could come together, drink, talk 
and have fun, and leave dancing to the oth-
er parties. There was a voting for the movie 
of the night, and as a side activity, a beer 
pong tournament was introduced. However, 
it quickly became the main attraction, but 
nobody really minded that. The event was a 
success, as everyone enjoyed themselves 
with a beer in one hand, a slice of pizza in 
the other, and friends by their side.

The Dream Team
Although the job was not always an easy 
one the brilliant and fabulous Event Com 
team members made the whole experience 
magnificent and unforgettable. The com-
mittee consisted of 13 remarkable, hilari-
ous, hardworking and creative people who 
worked long nights to take the SSE Riga 
parties to a whole new level. I was blessed 
to have 7 extraordinary guys and 5 beauti-
ful girls in my team who were all dedicated 
to create the best possible party experience 
for the SSE Rigans.

karlīna rita bērtulsone
event committee chairperson

Senior Associates:
Agate Siksna
Agnese Geka
Artūrs Ševšeļevs
Egīls Bošs
Ieva Anita Rieksta
Ilva Frīdenberga
Klementīne Ose
Linards Graumanis 
Mārtiņš Vecvagars
Pauls Rozenštoks
Ričards Gruziņš
Toms Birzulis

Junior Associates:
Lauris Krasovskis
Rūdolfs Strazds
Kristaps Muciņš
Kristīne Paegle
Mihails Hruščovs
Gytė Gerulaitytė
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information committee

The Information Committee has done its 
best to keep all the students informed 
about both internal and external changes, 
implementations, events, opportunities, 
and all the other things which have been 
relevant by providing students with reports 
and emails. Besides that, the Committee 
was responsible for four more projects ex-
ecuted throughout the year.  

Advisory Board Meeting minutes 
and the SA Activity Reports,
including the Mid-term and the General 
Report.
The Information Committee shared the 
summaries of the most important topics 
discussed at all ABM’s, as well as kept stu-
dents updated about specific the SA Com-
mittees’ projects and activities throughout 
the whole year. This year, the emphasis was 
put on students’ awareness and involve-
ment into school’s and the SA’s processes 
overall - as a result, the reports were dis-
tributed in physical copies as an addition to 
ordinary e-mails.

The SA Feedback Surveys
As another tool for the latter mission, we 
have tried to boost the students’ involve-
ment by periodically sending out satisfac-
tion surveys, asking for feedback, sugges-

tions, and ideas for future projects. We were 
happy to receive valuable observations as 
well as your wishes, most of which were 
implemented during our working period.  

sharing external opportunities
As soon as any opportunity hits the SA’s 
e-mail, we filter the relevance and share it 
with all students. Be it a conference, com-
petition, or any other invitation, SSE Rigans 
get to know about it.

The Yearbook
The biggest project of the year was com-
pleted with cooperation with the previous 
Information and PR Committees. The goal 
was reached - graduating students were 
satisfied with the result and enjoyed read-
ing the heritage, summarizing and remind-
ing them of the three years spent at school. 
Moreover, as an addition to the traditional 
Yearbook’s form, the initiative of Farewell 
Messages was introduced, inviting stu-
dents to share some personal letters and 
pictures, addressed for particular Year 3’s. 

The Newcomers Guide
Aiming to provide the freshers with an in-
troduction to the various school’s process-
es which were soon to become a routine, 
the Information Committee, in collaboration 

with the PR Committee, updated the infor-
mation as well as added some clarification 
regarding significant rules, useful phone 
numbers essential for each student to stay 
alive, as well as offered to start their year 
with listing their first tasks and deadlines in 
a structured calendar.   

The Summer Opportunities Project
Although in a quite primitive scale, the In-
formation Committee provided students 
with a database of various camps, volun-
teering opportunities, and summer schools 
around the whole world as an alternative 
for a traditional office summer internship. 

The Media Project
The project to spread the message about 
the SA’s activities outside the university 
was executed in Lithuania, as two articles 
including personal students’ and alumni 
observations and recommendations were 
published in the most popular academic 
studies related news’ portal “Kur stoti.”

Senior Associates:
Dana Zueva 
Ieva Paleckytė
Indrė Juzumaitė
Krista Kaaver
Maksis Gauja
Ugnė Juzumaitė

Junior Associates:
Amanda Daudaravičiūtė
Doina Lupu
Hanna Yadchanka

Agnė Purlytė
information committee chairperson
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This year IT Committee grew bigger com-
pared to the last year. There were two se-
nior associates before the summer and two 
additional junior associates in the second 
half of the year.  

Support
The most important work throughout the 
year involved the maintenance and consul-
tations of the following organizations:

▪ The SA;
▪ Investment Fund;
▪ Days of Opportunities;
▪ PeakTime;
▪ Junior PeakTime;
▪ Latvian Model United Nations;
▪ Entrepreneurship Support Center;
▪ Leif Muten Society.

Other organizations did quite well without 
IT support this year.

Websites
As a result, the hosting service was central-
ized. Currently, all the websites are being 
hosted in one place. Moreover, the secu-
rity was improved in order to prevent them 
from any possible DDoS attacks (Distrib-
uted Denial of Service attacks - attempts 
to make an online service unavailable by 

overwhelming it with traffic from multiple 
sources).  

Charger box
One of the most practical projects by IT 
committee this year was the implementa-
tion of the charger box. The wooden box 
is supporting Iphone 5 and newer models 
through 7 chargers as well as the regular 
Android phones (unfortunately, no type-C 
chargers). 

Assistance
The other part of the work throughout the 
year consisted of consultations of various 
SA’s Committees, organizations, and lec-
turers regarding any technical questions 
and the usage of association.lv web page 
as well as the Student Association page on 
the E-learning platform. 

Events
In addition, this year, the IT Committee 
has also offered two new projects, which 
were implemented as an improvement to 
current events. The first one was the CS 
tournament, happening during the Summer 
Symposium. Even though the event did 
not attract too many participants, the ones 
playing expressed appreciation and had a 

great time. The second initiative involved 
the organisation of the Board Game Night. 
In addition to the board games, some com-
puter games’ lovers had a chance to join 
the League of Legends tournament as well 
as the CS match.

Internship database
Finally, the IT Committee was glad to coop-
erate with the Education Committee while 
improving the Internship database, which 
can be found in the association.lv web 
page, under the column “For Students.”

Association.lv statistics

5543 
sessions overall

~500
sessions per month

MAY
month with

the highest traffic

it committee

matejs balodis
it committee chairperson

Senior Associates:
Jevgenijs Naumovs
Ļevs Kudrjavcevs

Junior Associates:
Henrijs Lejiņš
Ernests Madelāns
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pr committee

For the PR Committee this year has been 
colourful, creative and, most importantly, 
productive. Numerous event covers, Face-
book post visualisations, presentations, 
name tags, certificates, more than 15 
posters and even bottle labels have been 
made. In addition, at the very beginning of 
the year a stamp for the SA was created.  
The committee has worked side by side 
mostly with the Event, Education, Sports, 
Business, and to certain extent also other 
committees to assure that everyone is in-
formed about all the events and ongoings 
at the university as well as to make sure 
that memories are fixed and our sponsors 
& partners well appraised. 
Help to other organisations - IFund, Junior 
Peak Time, Peak Time, Leif Muten Soci-
ety, Days of Opportunities, Je Joue - was 
provided in a form of visual materials for 
social media, photoshoots, photographing 
the events or giving advice regarding the 
best communication strategy.
Thousands of photos were taken this year 
during various events and photoshoots; 
videos were made - one of the most rem-
iniscent being the compilation of Alumni 
wishes and advices - “How to SSE grace-
fully”. New ideas regarding event promo-
tion were realised. For the very first time, in 
cooperation with the Education committee, 

event poster was included in the daily rota-
tion of the schedules on the TV in the lobby. 
The main goal of this year was to preserve 
the already established style of the organ-
isation’s communication while adding new 
elements that fulfill or increase the brand 
quality. The efforts definitely paid off as the 
amount of followers has increased by al-
most 500 for the Facebook page this year, 
but for Instagram account a new milestone 
was hit when the follower count reached 
500 in November. 

#SSERpeople
Instagram always has been the most in-
formal source of information for the SSE 
Riga students and in order to make it more 
entertaining, a project #sserpeople was 
started. It serves as a medium to show the 
diversity as well as to make the community 
even closer! 

Blood Donation Challenge
While managing the usual responsibilities, 
the PR committee organised participation 
in the Blood Donation Challenge and a 
short video was made where our students 
delivered the message about the challenge 
to Rezekne Technology University that they 
had to undertake in case of a loss. 

SSE Riga Fashion Collection
This year 3 new items were introduced. 
In cooperation with Lithuanian company 
Purus fur hoodies and long sleeved shirts 
were offered to make sure that everyone 
stays warm during the coldest winter days. 
Additionally, the goal was to bring style also 
to the study process, therefore a notebook 
was created, that serves as a both – great 
accessory and a useful tool for studying or 
taking notes.

Team
The PR committee team has grown and 
reached record high amount of members! 
In the second term 6 Senior associates 
and 8 Junior associates actively partici-
pated and were ready to help with all the 
aspects of the PR committee’s work, be it 
creating banners and posters, photograph-
ing events, writing texts, updating the Ins-
tagram profile or making videos! While the 
hard work remains behind the curtain, it 
can be assured that this year has been one 
of the most dynamic yet. 

krista bulderberga
pr committee chairperson

Senior Associates:
Anna Ostasčenko
Sofija Pivņuka
Irēna Galiča
Klāvs Bruzgulis
Viktorija Čebikina
Anna Marija Radzeviča

Junior Associates:
Elizabete Andersone
Doina Lupu
Nicoleta Barba
Debora Basja Rivkina
Jekaterina Polkovnikova
Davit Ubilava
Yuliya Kazhan
Darija Kučenko
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sports committee

One of the main missions of the Sports 
Committee of SSE Riga is to maintain a 
balance between studies and sports for 
the community. Sports help to improve 
well-being, learn new skills and network 
with others. Apart from the students, SSE 
Riga Alumni also took part in a significant 
share of the committee’s social involve-
ment. Hence, the main aim of the Sports 
Committee this year was to be critical and 
analytical when deciding on how to opti-
mize existing physical activities in SSE Riga 
while also introducing new ones. That is 
why our team had to be creative and reg-
ularly interact with students in order to re-
ceive their opinion and suggestions of what 
they want to see in their school’s life. 
There are four main spheres the Sports 
Committee is working on. The first one 
is weekly practices: the team of captains 
is responsible for their supervision. The 
second direction involves internal events 
- well-established traditional activities or 
any new initiatives organized by the Sports 
Committee, attended both by students and 
the alumni. This includes such events as 
Winter Symposium, Paintball Competition, 
Summer Symposium, etc. The Committee 
is also working to find new opportunities for 
SSE Rigans to participate in various com-

petitions, including Olympic Games with 
RBS, Football Championship among Uni-
versities, etc; they could overall be called 
external events. Finally, there are also 
some little projects: friendly tournaments 
among students and alumni, sponsorship 
deals, alumni co-operation and sport-relat-
ed guest lectures, mainly operated by the 
Chairperson of the committee.

As the Committee is responsible for the 
well-being of the whole SSE Riga commu-
nity, here are the most significant achieve-
ments it has achieved throughout this year:

Yoga practices introduced
Having received many suggestions for 
more relaxing sports activites, the Commit-
tee accepted the challenge and introduced 
the Yoga practices. It appeared to be both 
highly attended and appreciated by stu-
dents. 

Bottomline Summer Symposium 
Very well-known among all SSE Riga gen-
erations, the biggest sports event Bottom-
line Summer Symposium was re-sched-
uled this year from September to May. 
Despite the adjustment of the timing and 
other issues which might have been arisen, 

the Committee not only managed to keep 
a great quality and high participation rate, 
but also, even raised the bar of the event 
for the following years. The main accom-
plishments: attended by more than 300 
people (including students and alumni), 
sponsored by more than 14 companies, 
and improved by new activities, such as the 
“Heavy Pants” challenge and an amuse-
ment park for children.

FlyBoard event
A new type of sport has also come into SSE 
Riga as the Jetpack event was held with 
a co-operation with the MyFlyBoard team. 
The event was highly appraised and rec-
ognized even by the alumni of our school. 

Olympic games
New study year - new me, they say. For this 
year’s Olympic Games, The Sports Commit-
tee established a new sports co-operation 
with Riga Business School. The Committee 
was happy to work with the university and 
believes the next Sports Committee team 
will be able to nourish and maintain the 
newly established co-operation.

artjoms ogorodņiks
sports committee chairperson

Senior Associates:
Aleksejs Srebnijs
Pauls Rozenštoks
Aleksandrs Vasiljevs
Dmitrijs Kokins
Annija Anna Zaļaiskalna
Constantin Calmatui
Sofija Pivņuka
Ilva Frīdenberga

Junior Associates:
Vakhtangi Ivechiani
Mihails Hruščovs
Diana Kuzmina
Palina Tember
Nicoleta Barba
Marius Onofrei
Valts Feldbergs
Rihards Eduards Borovskis
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alumni coordinator

The aim of the newly introduced Alumni 
Coordinator position was to connect the 
Student Body and the Alumni Base of SSE 
Riga, which already includes more than 
2,000 people. Another essential part of 
the position’s work includes spreading in-
formation about the events happening in 
SSE Riga, encouraging Alumni involvement 
and more initiative-fuelled participation in 
school’s activities as well as to assist or-
ganizations, providing them with some 
help or detailed consultations. Although the 
concept of this position was relatively new, 
still 2016 was rich in terms of events and 
activities. 
The year started with a collaboration with 
the Sports Committee of the Student Asso-
ciation of SSE Riga and Alumni Association 
in order to encourage as many Alumni as 
possible to participate in the Lattelecom 
Riga marathon. Alumni were also often en-
couraged to participate in other activities 
organized by the Student Association inter-
nally or represent the university in various 
external events. For example, in Spring, the 
Alumni Coordinator was happy to help the 
Sports Committee with promotion of the 
most exciting annual sports event - Bot-
tomline Summer Symposium.
One more successful project was the or-

ganization and coordination of guest lec-
tures by SSE Riga Alumni for the Market-
ing Course, taught to Year 1 students. As 
a result, ten Alumni came to SSE Riga to 
share their personal insights and hands-
on experience from the field. Moreover, 
our Alumni were invited to collaborate in 
the project work of the same course and 
provide our students with opportunities to 
shadow them at their firms, as well as solve 
some real-life Marketing cases. 
As we all know, the close-knit community 
of SSE Riga graduates plays a vital role for 
the students in the planning of their first 
professional steps. For this reason, the po-
sition of Alumni Coordinator this year also 
included serving as a mediator for some 
Alumni companies, that were searching for 
interns from current students. 
The work for the Alumni Coordinator during 
the academic year of 2015/2016 ended 
with the SA’s 16 initiative “How to SSER 
Gracefully.” All of the Alumni were invited 
to share their words of wisdom with grad-
uating students and provide them with 
some valuable advice. The video starred 
17 Alumni altogether, and was presented 
during the graduation ceremony. 
The second part of the year started with 
new energy; junior associates joined the 

committee and took part in cold-calling  
inviting Alumni to the Riga Economic and 
Business Forum – an event organized by 
the Alumni Association of SSE Riga as an 
enhancement to the traditional concept 
of the Homecoming commemoration. The 
Forum gathered many well-known guest 
speakers and panelists, discussing the hot-
test topics and issues of today. 
The Alumni Careers, organized by the Ed-
ucation Committee of the Student Associ-
ation, was another event, which required 
collaboration with the Alumni Coordinator 
and his associates. Taking place during the 
Homecoming week, it gathered Alumni to 
present their professional career paths and 
share their advice with current students to 
guide them to their future professional ca-
reers. 
The final project of the year was once again 
executed in cooperation with the Education 
Committee. For the second year in a row 
the Student-Alumni Mentorship program 
was organized. The role of the Alumni Co-
ordinator in that event was to find and at-
tract Alumni, willing to mentor our current 
students and share their professional, as 
well as, academic experience. As a result, 
99 Alumni are already actively participating 
in the program.

Stanislaŭ Akulenka
alumni coordinator

Junior Associates:
Arturs Ivanovs
David Krayt
Diana-Vlada Dragancea
Endijs Bernics
Hanna Yadchanka
Mikus Alberts
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chief accountant

This year has brought some important changes  in the account-
ing of the SA. New software for managing the financials was in-
troduced, ensuring sustainability and easing the process. During 
this year, the SA managed to make a turnover of 73 000 EUR. 
Together with other organisations, the total turnover was 140 000 
EUR.  If compared to the last year’s turnover of 70 000 EUR and 
125 000 EUR, respectively, we see a development in the Balance 
Sheet. Throughout the year, the largest events make up the biggest 
share of the turnover, including the SA organised parties, with the 
most expensive ones being the Graduation, Homecoming, and the 
Christmas Ball. Apart from parties, a significant share has been 
given to other events, such as Newcomers Camp and the Boat Trip, 
which had comparatively large individual outputs. 

Turnover

As it can be seen from the chart, the SA has the largest share of 
the total turnover (51%). Days of Opportunities had the second 
most significant turnover (24%), followed by the iFund (10%), and 
Peak Time (7%). Less significant shares were owned by the De-
bate Society and LVMUN, with five and three percent, respectively. 

Cash flow

By taking a look at the cash flows of the SA, one can observe 
the expenses being continuously larger than the revenues in the 
first half of the year, especially in May. This is due to the Gradu-
ation costs, which mostly took place in May, as the event itself 
happened in the beginning of June. The highest point in August 
represents NCC and Baptizing. However, in October a significant 
peak is reached for both, expenses and revenues. Additionally, the 
revenues overstepped the expenses. This can be explained with 
the incoming money from the new general sponsors and Boat Trip 
taking place. From the graph, it can be noticed that July is the only 
inactive month regarding the cash flows due to summer holidays. 
Overall, the SA’s balance is positive and the Board projects to leave 
the same amount of money for the start of the next Board as it was 
done by the previous Board. 

laura sarvuta
chief accountant

Junior Associates:
Rēzija Enika
Rēzija Vīgante
Marks Gipters
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vision council

It has already been two years since the SA’s 
Vision Council – an advisory body for the 
SA Board – had officially started operating. 
The Vision Council was established with 
an official students’ vote during the SA’s 
General Meeting of 2014. The role of the 
Vision Council is to ensure continuity and 
sustained long-term development in the 
Student Association and make sure that 
the SA Board’s decisions are made in the 
best interests of students. The Vision Coun-
cil achieves that by organising a meeting 
in the very beginning of the year with the 
freshly elected SA Board to pass on exist-
ing strategy, plans, knowledge, contacts, 
projects, and set new Committee-specific 
goals. A couple of more meetings is orga-
nized throughout the year to assess the 
progress and revise the strategy regularly. 
The value of the Vision Council lies in the 
people that constitute it and that have the 
right background, experience and mindset 
for advising the Student Association. The 
Vision Council consists of one socially ac-
tive SSE Riga student (chosen by the Coun-
cil annually), two former SA presidents, 
two alumni representatives and the acting 
SA Presidential couple. Currently, the two 
alumni representatives are Zane Čulkstē-

na and Māris Simanovičs. Zane Čulkstē-
na (Class of 2003) is a board member of 
the Alumni Association, former SSE Riga 
SA President, she holds master’s degree 
from Columbia University, she is one of the 
most socially renowned promoters of NGOs 
activity in Latvia and has professional ex-
perience in fundraising. Māris Simanovičs 
(Class of 2001, the Vision Council Leader) 
is the President of the Alumni Association, 
one of the most successful SSE Riga alum-
nus-entrepreneur, owning and managing 
several large-size companies, a venture 
capital fund and is one of the largest do-
nators for SSE Riga students’ scholarships. 
Having this very competent and enthusi-
astic team, the Vision Council was able to 
start-off and contribute very successfully 
in 2016. There were two Council meetings 
in 2016 held and the issues on which the 
Council worked during the meetings in 
2016 included: setting the detailed plan 
how to reach the KPI’s defined in 2015, 
discussing the Alumni involvement into our 
students’ lives (Full-Alumni Scholarships, 
alumni involvement in Marketing course, 
alumni involvement in school’s promotion, 
internship opportunities) adjusting long-
term KPIs for the upcoming SA Boards 

and all SA organizations as KPI’s set for 
the upcoming three years such as - dou-
bling the SA’s budget - has already been 
reached within one year. In addition, a new 
position of the Student Association – Alum-
ni Coordinator – has been defined in order 
to maximize and increase the efficiency of 
the communication between the Alumni 
and the students. To conclude, the Vision 
Council has proved to be a useful tool for 
creating new initiatives and uniting the stu-
dents, alumni, and the school. The Vision 
Council will continue to operate in a similar 
manner, and it is looking forward to meet-
ing the new SA Board of 2017.

Members of the Council

The acting Presidential Couple:
Gailė Andriuškevičiūtė
Ingus Zeļenkovs

Three previous presidents:
Diāna Lāce
Toms Niparts
Ernests Bordāns

Socially active students:
Adelina Sirbu

Two Alumni:
Zane Čulkstēna
Māris Simanovičs
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Tea-time with morten
Coming back after Christmas holiday break, SSE Riga students 
had the chance to sip tea while chit-chatting with the lecturer 
who has been holding the prize of the best lecturer for so many 
years we have lost count. A cozy afternoon with tea, cookies 
and an informal discussion with Morten Hansen - the one and 
only opportunity per year to get to know his hobbies, experienc-
es, and attitude instead of economic interpretations. Happening 
for the second time in a couple of years, still highly attended 
and enjoyed. We can feel the tradition coming!

Winter symposium
There might not have been too much snow outside; still, the 
reason not to do some winter sports is not sufficient. The real 
enthusiasts gathered together in Žagarkalns to test their skills 
and spend some time together with their coursemates. Each 
and every individual was able to find the sport which was the 
most suitable for him or her - from sled racing to skiing. 

moulin rouge valentine’s party
The most passion-filled party of the year began with speed-dat-
ing games and a photo shoot at the spectacular heart-shaped 
scene. People were getting tipsy as the atmosphere was getting 
steamy. When everyone was looking for love on the dance floor, 
burlesque dancers took the stage by storm and left every guy 
(to be honest, every girl too...) speechless. What else could you 
ask for the Valentine’s Day..?

movie night
Do not get fooled by the title - the movie happened not to be the 
most essential element of the event. However, students were 
able to sit and enjoy some scenes of the film, while there were 
many more who were invited to play some beer pong and enjoy 
some delicious snacks. Everyone was able to find something 
which matches his or her interests. 

support for y2s during fe
The second semester of Year 2 is well known as the hardest 
of times, and people say that nothing much could help here. 
However, the Student Association still tried to cheer them up 
and show some support by baking some fresh brownies and 
offering Red Bulls. The additional nutrients are believed to have 
boosted the performance of tired FE takers and led to the high-
est top-score ever...
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yoga practices introduced
After some time, Yoga practices were finally re-introduced for 
all SSE Riga students. It does not come as a surprise that study-
ing in SSER actually requires some effort and energy, and we all 
need a refill to start a new day fresh and cheerful. Anastasija, 
our professional Yoga trainer, received her field education in 
Australia and New Zealand and does her best to help our stu-
dents collect their thoughts, relax and stay in shape every week. 

alumni coordinator’s position introduced
SSE Riga Alumni community is known to be one of the most 
active in the whole world. However, sometimes their communi-
cation and collaboration with all students might not be as direct 
as it could be and might require a coordinator - a link between 
two parties truly willing to cooperate. That is why a separate 
Alumni Coordinator’s position in the SA was introduced - guest 
lectures, alumni involvement in our curriculum and any other 
communication between two associations - those were the 
main duties the Coordinator is responsible for. This position is 
present for less than a year, but already has great potential to 
develop the most effective strategy towards fluid communica-
tion and work.

ice skating
Besides all sport-related activities and events that SSER is well 
known for, time after time our students are provided with a 
chance to do something new and exciting. This year, the Sports 
Committee invited everyone to grab their ice-skates mid-March, 
go on the ice and slide! After overwhelming studies, this activity 
was an excellent way to relax and have some fun!

cooperation with aiesec
We are proud to say that during this year, a strong cooperation 
with the biggest international students’ organisation AIESEC 
was established. The have paticipated in SSE Riga life by pre-
senting their summer opportunities for our students on the 14th 
of March, as well as numerous times in the second semester. 
By the end of April, the SA has also shown an interest into their 
activity as our representatives have participated in the massive 
YouthSpeak Forum Latvia, where have met all the other coop-
erating universities, working together towards Global Goals and 
representing students’ opinion unitedly with others. Finally, after 
some personal meetings and discussion about topics, matching 
the interests of SSE Rigans, the AIESEC had held a Youth Speak 
Talks event in our premises, inviting students to a panel discus-
sion with resprectful CEOs and various initiators or numerous 
activities. 
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alumni scholarships introduced
The Alumni Association of SSE Riga announced exciting news 
for current students as well as all the interested applicants - the 
most motivated students from Baltics would be provided with 
full or partial scholarships in order to fight the outflow of talent-
ed students from the Baltic countries. Just one time out of many 
when we are proud to have such generous Alumni! 

exchange experience sharing
In April, Year 3 students gathered in our university after being 
spread everywhere around the world. Some of them spent last 
semester sipping Sangria in one of those crowded Spanish bars, 
some of them found even more severe studies somewhere in 
West or North, others traveled to the other side of the world to 
experience an entirely different culture and superior education. 
And now they came back to share their experiences and offer 
advice for Year 2’s!

days of opportunities party
After a long day of incredible career opportunities, the cele-
bration came just in time. Neon lights and intense color fights 
imbued the night. People say that the Outer Space theme took 
SSE Riga students to the whole new level of partying - the laws 
of gravity to some students did not apply... 

big cleanup
SSE Riga, RGSL, and Riga Business School joined their forces to 
clean up Zaķusala. The idea of the Big Cleanup was based on 
voluntary participation in cleaning up the environment, creating 
unity, positivity, and a sense of a job well done. The aim of the 
project was to make Latvia the cleanest place on the map by 
2018, the year when Latvia will celebrate its 100th birthday. Af-
ter the cleanup, participants were rewarded with some delicious 
barbecue while discussing the long, hard, and meaningful day.

1st place in football
Who told one cannot be academically strong and sporty enough 
to wipe noses for other universities in sport’s competitions? 
Here the SSE Rigans come in to show the pride of the first place 
in Football competition among all Latvian universities. Peo-
ple say that new vivid-blue uniforms provided by Alumni also 
brought some luck... 
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takeover party
As the Student Association Board of 2016 gained traction with 
its work, it was time to say goodbye to the previous board and 
officially pronounce the new one active. Even though the work 
had started way before this ceremony, traditions are traditions 
- everyone met in the annual Takeover celebration in the old 
town’s club “Just” and had one hell of a wild party.
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blood donation challenge
The Charity Club keeps a tradition of organizing Blood Donation 
Day each year, however, while speaking about generous initia-
tives - there will never be too many of them! Therefore, the SA 
jumped into another opportunity and took part in a Blood Do-
nation Challenge, organized by the Blood Donor Centre. Com-
peting with Rēzeknes Technical School, sadly, SSE Riga lost 
the challenge. However, the overall aim was reached, as SSE 
Rigans again have brought some positive impact and benefited 
someone’s well-being. 

bottomline summer symposium
The biggest and most anticipated SSE Riga sports event took 
place at the end of May, in a wonderful and already sentimental 
“Mežrozes” leisure complex. Students and Alumni had an op-
portunity not only to take part in traditional sports competitions, 
but also test themselves in poker, sumo, novuss and beer pong 
games. Trampoline, which initially meant to entertain the small-
est guests of the event, at the end of the day became a favourite 
hang-out place for grown-up kids as well. And, of course, an 
event could not be officially called an event if there was no party 
till the morning!

college party in coyote fly
Already the second year in a row RGSL, SSE Riga, and RBS 
gathered together in “Coyote Fly” to celebrate the approaching 
summer. We may be from different universities and countries, 
but there is one thing we definitely have in common - we are all 
students and students do need some refreshment after tough 
studying days. Mixing nationalities and drinks, the dance floor 
was blown up!

May 21
May 27

ey networking event
The first summer day was greeted on a rather official and dil-
igent note - our previous general partner EY invited SSE Riga 
students to their premises to show and explain how the work in 
this company looks like, what makes them stand out from their 
competitors. Current firm’s employees were glad to answer stu-
dents’ questions and provide information about future career 
opportunities. 

how to sse gracefully
And the time had come for our beloved Year 3 students to raise 
their wings, and join the Alumni community. But what to expect 
and how to reach what is expected? The SA gathered Alumni 
from all around the world to share their prudent advice, and 
welcome the graduates with some encouraging stories and 
thoughts. All their heritage and wisdom were made into a video, 
so if you feel you need to find some more motivation and incen-
tives, search for “How to SSE Gracefully” in the official SSE Riga 
Student Association Youtube page!

june 1
june 4

m
a

y
j

u
n

e



20

graduation party: enchanted forest + BBQ
To celebrate yet another year of SSE Rigans finishing their stud-
ies and going out into the great big world, the Graduation Party 
finalized the SSE Riga journey with a bang. From tearing the En-
chanted Forest dance floor up during the night to devouring red 
meat and spending the day relaxing, talking and saying good-
bye in the yard - it had it all. A perfect summation of the partying 
culture of SSE Riga at the end of an intense period of studying.

speak up day
Half of the academic year for the Education Committee was 
about to end, yet they knew the second half was still to come, 
and they knew their duty to make it as pleasant as possible. 
That is why the Committee invited every student to join them 
with some tea and cookies and discuss the matters that interest 
them. Let it be questions or suggestions; all were welcome to 
share them in order to prepare for the next year. 

paintball tournament
Finally, SSE Rigans had a chance to officially resolve all their 
arguments in a way they have always wanted! In the very end 
of the academic year, Sports Committee organized a Paintball 
Tournament full of colors and fun mixed with a light note of 
competition. United teams of 6 were fighting till the last one 
standing to feel the taste of victory and gain the recognition to 
be called the best sniper - just not in a usual “100 points” way!

newcomers camp
This year, the new generation was welcomed in Burtakas, where 
the Student Association prepared an unforgettable event with 
many fun activities to make sure the newcomers know what 
SSE Riga student life is truly like. As in each and every year, 
the Newcomers Camp served as a chance for Year 1 students 
to get to know each other and have some great time ‘partying 
hard,’ to get boost for the ‘studying hard’ experience which was 
excitingly coming up.

pub tour
During this event, students were given a real taste for the best 
pubs in the amazing Riga Old Town. Split into groups and led 
by already experienced compadres, the newcomers completed 
various fun activities in each of the pubs, and gathered all to-
gether for an afterparty in SSE Rigans’ favourite “Shot Cafe.” All 
the proofs were collected and the winning team elected; how-
ever, the annual Pub Tour is such event, whose pictures are fat-
ed to stay unpublished. Let this picture be the only exception...
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baptizing: back to school party
This year, once again, our beloved Year 1’s got to complete their 
3-phase SSE Riga initiation ritual by taking part in the Baptizing 
party. The evening passed in a pleasant manner as our stu-
dents shared impressions while enjoying a bite of grilled meat 
and playing ping pong. Afterwards, they got a peak of a genu-
ine American debate held by the members of SSE Riga Debate 
Society. During the night, our SSE newbies showed their wild 
moves on the dancefloor and experienced their first, yet to be-
come a very common, party in SSE Riga premises.

chat with the sa
Believe it or not, the SA is actually doing their best to make 
the SSE Riga experience as pleasant and as smooth as possi-
ble for the students. At the beginning of September, during The 
Chat with the SA, Year 1 students got a chance to see how the 
things are done behind all the scenes. Current board members 
honestly shared their experience and insights from within the 
Association, and invited the fresh minds to become a part of the 
largest and the most versatile organization, also known as the 
SA family (P.S. some pizza, beer and wine were included).

flyboard event
SSE Riga has its fair share of sports lovers and the Flyboard 
event, organized for the very first time, was a great opportunity 
for them to take it to the next level. Those who participated in 
the event got to fly on water and feel like true Supermen, lit-
erally. The Sports Committee, in collaboration with Myflyboard, 
provided a perfect getaway for our energetic students, always 
ready for exciting adventures.

fashion collection
We might not be the school of fashion, yet we take care of our 
style and make sure we do represent SSE Riga in an appropri-
ate manner, blue being a staple in our wardrobes. The SA, in 
cooperation with the Lithuanian company Purus, launched the 
new fashion collection of 2016 perfect for SSE fashionistas. 
Considering Latvia’s low temperatures, our caring SA present-
ed a fur hoodie and a long-sleeved T-shirt, both essential for 
cold winter days. Since our students are busy bees by nature, 
what could be handier than an SSE Riga notebook for all their 
complex thoughts and messy notes? Both aesthetically pleasing 
and practical!

september 2
september 8

september 10
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deloitte - new general sponsor
Traditions are good, but sometimes the time comes when you 
have to thank and say goodbye to the past and welcome the 
future, bringing more opportunities and exciting events. It is 
an honor to congratulate Deloitte Latvia as the new General 
Partner of the Student Association! From now on, Deloitte will 
closely cooperate with the SA and will help to ensure even more 
intriguing offers, activities, and opportunities for our students to 
jump in. Moreover, some of the contracts with other sponsors 
are still outstanding, therefore, by the very end of this term, or in 
the beginning of the next one with the help of the next SA board, 
more companies will be welcomed to our community as well. 

mentorship program
The Mentorship Program - the Education Committee’s initiative 
from the last year was launched again, with an even higher 
number of mentors and some thorough improvements - with 
the guidelines, and more efficient application process. We are 
provided with a chance to learn from the best ones, and it is one 
of the ways to get in touch with people who have gone through 
the same road that we are coping with; so they do know what 
to suggest and how to help.

sse riga vs. rbs olympic games
It is enough to compete with our neighbors - let’s leave RGSL 
to rest and face some other competitors! This year the annual 
Olympic Games were held between SSE Riga (this one we have 
decided not to change) and Riga Business School. After a tough 
and challenging week overfilled with sports and struggle, the 
universities left with a draw. Excellent strategy as for the begin-
ning of our friendship and cooperation, but for the next year we 
will not leave it as it is... 
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TA Training sessions
Not only SSE Rigans come here to study, but they also teach 
others. One could say nobody would know better how to explain 
a subject for another student; however, it might be difficult to 
do without any preparation and practice. Education Committee 
made sure each teaching assistant has a needed understand-
ing before going to lead the seminars by conducting a set of 
sessions, aimed to improve their teaching skills and strategies. 
The first two sessions took place in September, while two more 
are awaiting in January.
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fundraising trainings
Communication with potential and already existing sponsors is 
the straightest and quickest way to directly improve or instantly 
screw up the impression about the whole organization. There-
fore, let that impression better be a splendid one! The Business 
Committee made sure that a fail would not be an option for 
our fundraisers and organized the Fundraising Trainings: an SSE 
Riga alumnus Guntars Logins shared his insights about sales-
man’s techniques, which were applied right away in the next 
day’s workshop.

internship experience sharing
On the 19th of October, the Education Committee organized 
one of the most motivating traditional events of the year – In-
ternship Experience Sharing. More than ten Year 2 and Year 
3 students shared their summer internship experiences from 
three different fields: Banking and Finance, creativity related, 
or from abroad. Speakers explained all the procedures of ap-
plication and working process, answered all the questions from 
the audience, and forewarned Year 1’s about their upcoming 
internships. SSE Riga influences ordinary summer plans quite 
significantly; therefore, the SA made sure the youngest genera-
tion is mentally prepared.

october 19

trip to zīļuks orphanage
Saturday, October 22 was remarkable for both SSE Rigans and 
children from Zīļuks. Students had a chance to spend time with 
wonderful and kind-hearted kids by engaging in many various 
games and activities - making bracelets, doing origami, playing 
twister and decorating cookies with frosting and nuts. This year, 
the Charity Club was proud and delighted to see the amount of 
donated goods and number of participants. It is needless to say 
that the Zīļuks children were even more excited to welcome the 
guests! 

boat trip
This year, the best of the best events - the Boat Trip - took 
place on the last weekend of October. As usually, students had 
a chance to visit their mother university Stockholm School of 
Economics, meet SASSE Board members, and learn more about 
the Master’s degree program in Sweden. On the way to Stock-
holm, JeJoue did not allow us to ‘fall dead’ too early due to 
the grand Karaoke competition. Drunk Debates followed up the 
action, while some intriguing activities continued throughout the 
whole night on a swinging dance floor or somewhere in the 
cabins. Many things to remember, even more things to remind 
others; the Boat Trip of the next year is already awaited! 

october 22
october 27-29
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alumni careers
What is it like to be an alumni of SSE Riga? This question 
was answered in detail at the Alumni Careers event, which 
took place on November 3rd. Many students could not wait to 
hear alumni stories about their careers in many diverse fields 
such as Entrepreneurship, Finance, Marketing, and even more. 
Hopefully, students left feeling inspired and motivated to seek 
for their goals!

homecoming
Students and alumni all came together to share old and new 
stories alike at the Homecoming Party. The Student Association 
took care of the traditional Saturday’s party, which was held in 
school premises and invited to listen to a choir performance, 
taste some traditional homecoming cocktails as well as enjoy 
exclusive live performances of alumni together with students 
and the cover band ‘’Daudzi Citi’’. Everyone had a fantastic time 
reminiscing about the good old careless times and wild get-
aways from the deadlines known to come quick. The alumni 
surely have not forgotten their true SSE Riga party spirit as they 
had not striked their flag to students and danced together until 
sunrise (and we doubt that they would ever forget).

board game night
Even though there is quite an extensive supply of parties for 
each SSE Rigan, the demand for some other types of events is 
significantly increasing. Game Night? Sounds about right! Cat-
an, Poker, Uno, Saboteur, League of Legends, Counter-Strike, 
Xbox, and much more. Finally, all game enthusiasts were wel-
comed in SSE Riga premises to play some games when they 
are supposed to, not during the lectures or breaks... 

international evening
The International evening is known to be the event to taste var-
ious cultures that we hold in our diverse SSE Riga community. 
SSE Rigans, as well as all exchange students from places all 
over the world such as Hong Kong, Germany, Spain, Nether-
lands, and many more - everyone had the opportunity to share 
interesting facts and personal insights about their country, taste 
food from various delicious cuisines, hear traditional songs and 
watch traditional dances. 
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movie night
The SA is happy to find and organize something new, what ap-
pears to be highly enjoyed and appreciated. The Movie Night 
in the first term of the working period received a lot of posi-
tive responses which made us think that it is something to be 
organized once again. Even more specific and fun, enchanted 
and upgraded, the Movie Night gathered all beerpong and films’ 
lovers to make a short break from work in order to edge the 
semester with more enthusiasm and energy.

bowling tournament
For the last day of the semester to be as entertaining as possi-
ble, in between the final exams and the party, all the sports and 
competition lovers are invited to show their arms’ accuracy and 
mastery and try their best in an annual Bowling Tournament. 
Because there can never be too many pre-parties!

christmas ball
Finally! When the Christmas Ball comes, you know - brighter 
times are coming. Serving as the end of the semester, the final 
of the SA board’s working period, and, most importantly, the be-
ginning of some dreamed-about holidays.. the event invites all 
the students to dress up, and unleash all their energy left after 
the last exams. Indeed, a reason to celebrate, and especially at 
the very midnight of the night - let’s greet the new SA Board 
members!

the sa farewell party
And the time to say goodbye has come. Yet in a more cheerful 
way than Andrea Bocelli & Sarah Brightman used to sing. The 
Student Association gathered together to make a toast for the 
whole period ‘on duty’, and celebrate an eventful and fruitful 
year. The SA Board is more than grateful to all the associates 
who were ready to put all their effort to make the SA work as  
one unified and powerful body!

networking social
What binds the top-performing and the most socially active 
students, administration, and the SA sponsors? They are the 
people who make the SSE Riga move forward and develop each 
day. Every year, they all gather together in the Networking So-
cial event, organized by the SA in cooperation with Leif Muten 
Society. After an opening ceremony and guest lectures, every-
one was invited to spend some time networking and discussing 
various relevant topics.

december 2
december 14

december 16
december 22

december 22
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fun facts
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thank you!
One thing we certainly can conclude about this year is that we had an opportunity to work and cooperate with the greatest people who 
showed and taught us persistence, determination, and dedication. This is why we would like to thank everyone who throughout this year 
contributed to the activities of the Student Association and helped us reach these results.

THE 21st SA BOARD
For leaving the legacy and providing us 

with guidance.

Diāna Lāce
Dmitrii Vasiukov
Sintija Nīcgale

Ričards Križanovskis
Reinholds Romuls Razums

Toms Vecvagars
Andrejs Ļitvinovs
Nicoleta Guţanu

Danylo Vashchilenko
Aivars Andris Vītols

SASSE BOARD 2016
For a kind cooperation and friendship.

Alexander Winter
Mats Wallén

Martin Svensson
Ida Andersson
Cecilia Tillberg
Alice Nittmar

Philip Alenbrand
Jakob Östgren
Pauline Norden

Johan Bäckman Berg
Johanna Falk

All associates
Without these wonderful, dedicated, and 
diligent people we would have never been 

able to bring such results.

All organisations
For building a strong brand of the School’s 
students community outside the walls of 

SSE Riga.

Deloitte, Adform, McCANN
For providing students with new opportu-

nities.

ADMINISTRATION AND FACULTY
For valuable cooperation.

Anders Paalzow 
Gita Grinberga 
Diāna Pauna 

Elīna Vecumniece 
Jekaterina Silkalna 

Edite Plokste
Dana Kumpiņa 

Christopher Rieber 
Dace Cīrule 

Raimonds Graudiņš 
Pēteris Krūmiņš 
Ramona Ozoliņa
Yuri Romanenkov

Bottomline team
Jānis Tregers
Edgars Buļs

Aleksandrs Samoilovs
Guntis Granovskis

Swedish House Latvia
Daudzi Citi

Dmitrijs Lasko
Guntars Logins 
Jessica Schulz

Emīls Seilis
Riga Business School

Niks Evalds

Toms Grēviņš
Oļegs Aleksejevs

Edijs Kārkliņš
Daniēls Portnajs
Kristaps Mozgirs
Edgars Drusts
Kārlis Zemītis

Anna Marija Poļaka
Ričards Gruziņš
Anna Skorinko
Aigars Ābele
Kārlis Jonass

Ernests Bordāns

Alumni association
For supporting, mentoring, collaborating, 

and guiding us towards better results.

Māris Simanovičs
Tina Kukka

Zane Čulkstēna
Jānis Teteris
Taavi Einaste

helpers and friends
For any kind of help, support, and collaboration throughout the year.
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sponsors & partners
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STUDY HARD.
PARTY HARD.

association.lv

@ SSERigasa @sserigasa @ SSERSAVideo

THE STUDENT ASSOCIATION 2016


